Walmley Residents’ Association AGM, May 2019.
Chairman’s report for 2018 – 2019.
Welcome.
Good evening ladies and gentlemen and local Councillors and thank you for joining us this evening for our AGM. This is the opportunity to review what we have attempted and achieved over the past year, whether we are satisfying the requirements of our members and what we seek to achieve during the next year.
During the course of the past year we have played a very active part in discussions lead by our local Councillors on the Supplementary Planning Documents for Langley SUE and Peddimore. These documents form the framework to be satisfied by these major developments and we have achieved many important changes for the benefit of Walmley residents. We have challenged the provisions (or lack of adequate provisions) for primary infrastructure to take these developments forward. We have decried the route suggested for “Sprint” and have canvassed for better alternatives. TfWM now concede that “Sprint” will not be implemented before 2022; they are simply looking to improve existing bus facilities and services. Will adequate transport facilities now be made available in step with the Langley housing scheme?
The Outline Planning Application has been submitted for Peddimore. This deals with the primary infrastructure – new roundabout on the A38 Sutton Bypass, new access road into the commercial site, new overbridge to interlink with the imminent Langley housing scheme, earthworks, drainage, landscaping of the whole Peddimore site. A subsequent Planning Application will be lodged for the building works. We have represented Walmley in meetings with the Developer (I.M.Properties) , both in support of our local Councillors and on a “one-to -one” basis.
A series of  major pre-Planning exhibition for the Langley housing scheme are to be held later this month (details on the WRA website, noticeboard and Facebook). The WRA will make detailed representations to the Langley Consortium.
At long last we seem to be getting somewhere with the junction improvements promised at Thimble End Road/Weaver Avenue. Those works were a Planning Condition imposed upon the Taylor Wimpey housing development. They were to be fully implemented before first occupation of the houses but have still not been started, albeit the housebuilding is now 95% complete. We have made strenuous representations to B’ham CC over the past two years, both in conjunction with our local Councillor and in our own right. We are now assured that all designs, safety audits, highway agreements and all other necessary approvals have been satisfied and a start on site is due later this month.
We still await implementation of the other substantial but outstanding Planning Condition – upgrading of the traffic light controls at the Walmley Road/Signal Hayes junction.
We have joined and supported the efforts made by our local Councillors to secure the promised Signal Hayes Community facilities. These were guaranteed to be provided in lieu of the major YMCA building – the money (£3.5 million) has been transferred to B’ham CC from the Landowners/Developers but no progress seems to have been made over the past year to implement a scheme. In frustration over the lack of Council Officer participation, our Councillors are themselves taking over the consultations with local residents and the WRA.
With the help of our local Councillors, we have been pressing B’ham CC to properly deal with the chronic state of our highways (potholes, etc). The ridiculous situation with Amey has led to huge sums of money being withheld by B’ham CC but far too little and satisfactory work being carried out to our local roads. That situation may be coming to a conclusion as Amey’s parent company is seeking to exit the PFI contract – it is proving to be far too expensive for them to continue.
Over the past two years  we have identified several highway safety improvements needed to our local roads – better signage, pedestrian barriers, parking restrictions, new pedestrian crossing points. B’ham CC previously identified that sufficient monies are available from Developer contributions to carry out these works but no progress seems to have been made.
We have joined with other Community Groups to improve facilities available in Walmley – Friends of Jones Wood, Walmley Village, Newhall Valley. Coordination of the various objectives is crucial and the WRA seek to play an active role. We have also joined with those groups and our local Councillors in consultations for improvements to the area surrounding the Walmley War Memorial site – due to be implemented later this year.
We have held meeting to inform members/residents of major Planning schemes and have publicised other Planning Applications which have a significant impact on Walmley residents. We have been able to assist objectors to some of the more controversial schemes. To raise awareness of major schemes and canvass opinions, we have set up an “information table” outside the village shops.
We have carried out several litter picks but these are generally confined to committee members – to involve residents at large we need to have public liability insurance, the cost of which is excessive. We are looking to overcome that problem by joining a Town Council initiative.
We have developed a very active Facebook site and have redesigned our web site – with thanks to Lynda Knight.
So, in summary we have achieved success in many issues over the past year but we could achieve far more if we had greater support, particularly at committee level.
At our AGM held last year, I drew attention to our concerns that, due to lack of support generally and too few committee members in particular, we had not achieved many of the objectives we had set ourselves. That situation has continued during the past year, with only six committee members (including officers), not all of whom are able to attend every meeting. This places severe restrictions on those issues we can address and it is time for a serious “rain check” on how we take the WRA forward. What do members want the WRA to pursue on their behalf? If it is primarily an information service, then we can carry on as before with a depleted committee – but if you want us to continue with effective interventions in Planning matters and strong representations with Developers, our City and Town Councils, Transport for the West Midlands and other organisations then we need to strengthen our membership and committee structure. If the WRA does not fulfil those important roles then, regrettably, it will fall to individual residents to check on issues affecting them and to make the necessary representations. We can achieve so much more if we act together as a vibrant Residents Association, otherwise we will become insignificant.
The time has now arrived to seriously address this matter before it becomes too late to recover our important role in this community. We will shortly be holding elections for the coming year. Please consider carefully our current predicament and decide whether you can contribute 4-5hours a month to serve on our committee. 
David Cooke (Chairman 2018 – 2019).
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